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Salt water and fresh water
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plants, Green wall

Aqua Center, Ground Floor ©
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Communication and media expert
suggested

Metaverse is an

opportunity for the

future of the world

The economy in the world is changing rapidly due to the

emergence of virtual space and new communication net-

works. Metaverse is one of the new business platforms in
the world. Based on this technology, we can be in places
where it is physically impossible to be there. In order to
learn about this emerging global phenomenon in the field
of economy, we sat down with Mohsen Saneyi Yarandi, a
senior communications expert and media specialist. We
read parts of this interview.

Various industries are busy trying to take advantage of this
| new potential in the world of business. The medical indus-

try, food industry, tourism, fashion industry, and even the
automobile industry are not left behind.
Microsoft, Facebook, Nike, and Disney have all announced

that they are developing Metaverse as a priority for their

industry.

Metaverse is becoming known in Iran at a very low speed.
Due to the fact that different media are active in this field,
there is still no change in the speed of familiarization of us-
ers with Metaverse. Of course, this issue is also related to

the issue of trust building, because some still do not trust

this technology and they wonder why they should spend
money in a virtual world.

To examine the opportunities of the Metaverse and its
threats, we refer to some different industries and fields.

Investing in Metaverse not only helps small businesses pre-

pare for the future, but also makes their current offerings

more profitable and gives them a broader view of the fu-

ture of business. Even if we only get general information

about the Metaverse today, we will be ahead of many

people in the future. Although big and famous companies
operate in the current ecosystem of Metaverse and from
time to time the success of some big businesses is seen in
this field, but it should be noted that this new world will
eventually go to smaller businesses for wider acceptance.

In this situation, if countless small businesses step into the

Metaverse, it is likely that, along with the opportunities of
the Metaverse, the threats of the Metaverse will also ap-
pear for them and consumers. As we have seen from other
areas of technology, mass adoption of new technology re-

quires at least a decade. Meanwhile, even some political

leaders believe that by 2040, many people will be im-
mersed in the next generation Internet. With that being

said, it is likely that small businesses and other individuals

will not migrate to Metaverse anytime soon, but the best

way is for businesses to always update their information on
Metaverse.m
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The urgent need of
the country for a
developmental
government

_er Achieving the goals of sus-
‘ tainable development and

: then achieving a prosperous
and advanced society in any
country requires national
effort and the organization
of an efficient structure and
organization, which must see
the participation and foot-
steps of the elites and individ-
ual members of the society

Dr. Hossein Sasani
The theorist of sustainable in achieving these goals. It is

necessary to remember that
due to the executive preoc-
cupations of various ministers and the organizations under
their management, dealing with the future and planning for
the stabilization of various issues of the country is either not
possible or is of less interest.

The mission of the President’s Deputy for Sustainable Devel-
opment should be pursued and implemented with the fol-
lowing goals;

1) The rule of law should be established at all levels and ac-
cess to equal information should be guaranteed.

2) All forms of corruption, bribery and injustice should be sig-
nificantly reduced.

3) Effective, responsive and transparent institutions should
be developed and expanded at all levels.

4) Ensuring inclusive, participatory and transparent deci-
sion-making process at all social levels.

5) Public access to information and fundamental protection
of freedoms should be facilitated and made possible in accor-
dance with national laws, especially the country’s constitution.
6) It is possible to hold a fair, healthy and impartial referen-
dum (referendum) for the issues needed to make national
and popular decisions.

In order for the above 6 things to be realized, we need to
choose mechanisms that are used in the process of sus-
tainable development by leading nations and are validated
by global experience. The result of using these mechanisms
should guarantee the following:

1) All the people of the country will live in better conditions
and more prosperity.

2) Different groups of the society will have complete freedom
in expressing their opinions and no person or group is superi-
or to another person or group.

3) Promoting inclusive justice and a society based on peace-
fulness, and every individual and group should commit to
establishing it in the society.

4) The society and people should be engaged in the fluid flow
of work and sublime life, free from fear and violence.

5) Let us accept that sustainable development cannot be
achieved in the absence of peace, tranquility and security,
and the establishment of peace, tranquility and security is
also not possible in the absence of sustainable development.
6) To create mutual and cohesive links between people and
to transform our country to become a better environment so
that we have an advanced and prosperous society and peo-
ple have a peaceful and quality life throughout the country.
The success of this deputy depends on the importance that
the government gives to the process of dialogue between the
people and itself and the hearing of the people’s demands. m
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CEO of Saba Printing Complex
Reducing the tariff to
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compensate for the decline
in quality will destroy the
printing houses

The printing industry, due
to its decisive role among
different industries, is con-
% | stantly undergoing changes
and transformations in the
technology sector. In the in-
T terview with Mustafa Amo-
li, the CEO of Saba Printing
Complex, we examined the
modernity of the machines
of Iran’s printing industry.
We read parts of this interview.

Printing is the mother industry and other industries depend
on it because almost all industrial products need packag-
ing. Nowadays, in addition to product quality, the type and
quality of packaging is also very important for people. With
this explanation, the conditions of the printing industry in
our country are neither very good nor very bad. The fleet of
the printing industry is depreciating

The printing industry is highly dependent on the world’s
latest technology, and not updating the machines will
mean missing out on competitive markets in the region
and the world.

Unfortunately, the major production date of the machines
used by the printers goes back to the 80s and 90s; it means
that most of the printing fleet in our country is made up
of machines with a life of 25 years and above, and in the
best case, the life of the machines reaches 15 years. This
issue has a significant impact on the economic efficiency of
a printing house.

The demands of our customers are increasing and satisfy-
ing them sometimes makes us face difficulties. Of course,
in Iran, there are also printing houses equipped with the
most up-to-date machines in the world.

In normal circumstances, a printing press owner should in-
vest the cost of depreciation of his printing machines on
an annual basis in order to have the necessary financial
strength if he is forced to replace it after a few years for
any reason. When this financial capacity does not exist in
a printing house, the failure of the machines will mean the
closing of the printing house, because there will be no capi-
tal for the renovation and revival of the collection.

Almost 80% of our consumables are imported. In the past,
a large part of these materials came from Europe; it was
mainly produced in Germany, but despite the sanctions in
recent years, more than two-thirds of the needs of the print-
ing industry are supplied from China. In the field of zinc, the
market has almost reached a relative stability, which is due
to the decrease in the volume of orders in the publishing
sector, including books and various types of press. The con-
sumption of zinc in the field of publishing is several times
more than the orders of the industry sector, and since the
number of books and publications has decreased signifi-
cantly, we are less likely to face zinc deficiency.m

Head of Iran Printing Industry
Exporters Union

The quality of
packaging is the
guarantee of survival
in global markets

The printing industry is a knowledge-based industry that is
closely related to today’s technologies. Since its establish-
ment, Iran Printing Industry Exporters Union has been try-
ing to provide the basis for knowledge transfer and promo-
tion of printing technologies in the country. In this context,
we had a conversation with Babak Abedin, the head of this
union and one of the well-known figures of the printing in-
dustry. We read parts of this interview.

Currently, there are more than 120 printing units in the
country that are equipped with machines and label pro-
duction lines, of which 70 units have entered the printing
industry with label printing. With these interpretations,
there is no need to import labels into the country and Iran
has become an exporter of labels. Keep in mind that all
these changes were made by the efforts of the private sec-
tor, and naturally, if the government agencies supported it,
the situation would have been much different.

The printing industry currently needs innovation more
than anything else. In order to set new goals, one should
see in which direction the world is moving and what chang-
es have been made by today’s technologies. Today, various
industries in the world are strongly focused on the health
of packaging and the removal of pollutants from printed
products. These sensitivities are especially applied in the
pharmaceutical, cosmetic-hygienic and food industries.
Union has always been a pioneer in transferring knowledge
to its members. The training courses of the union have nev-
er been stopped and even during the Corona period, we
held about 100 hours of online training workshops. Also,
sending business delegations and attending foreign exhibi-
tions has always been continuous.

In a situation where there are similar production capacities
in printing units, providing special services to customers
has become the main advantage for competition. In fact,
this service covers from design to marketing of products,
and printing is only one of its steps.

There are many cases that have entered the product mar-
keting cycle by providing these services. They actually be-
come a part of the customer’s sales and marketing team
and design and execute the printing and packaging of the
products according to the marketing parameters.
Facilitation in customs processes is also one of the import-
ant factors that the printing industry needs for develop-
ment. Today, in developed countries, export customs pro-
cesses are finalized at their factories, and shipments cross
the border without stopping. Apart from these cases, the
printing industry is in dire need of specialized human re-
sources training.m
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The 29th printing and packaging
exhibition in Tehran

Printing and packaging

companies welcomed the 29th

international exhibition

The 29th international exhibition of the printing and pack-
aging industry will begin on Friday, October 21, 2022, at the
permanent location of Tehran International Exhibitions,
with the presence of the activists of this field, and the latest
achievements and production capacities of printed prod-
ucts will be exposed to the public at this event.

Ahmad Abolhasani, the director and host of this exhibition,
said in an interview with the Investment World Monthly:
Fortunately, with the weakening of the Corona virus in the
country, we are faced with a significant amount of people
interested in attending the exhibitions, and among them,
many people from the printing and packaging industries.
They have announced their readiness to participate in the
29th exhibition.

Stating that so far, about 300 companies have been placed
in an area of 17 thousand square meters of exhibition
space, he added: In addition to the allocated area, 243
other companies also applied for participation in this exhi-
bition, and to give them a booth, about we needed 13,000
square meters of extra exhibition space.

The head of the exhibition of printing and packaging in-
dustry continued: Unfortunately, despite the follow-ups,
this possibility was not provided. We even tried to take
over more area by changing the holding time, but due to
the calendar of holding other exhibitions, the efforts were
unsuccessful, and for this reason, | apologize to the excess
applicants.

Abolhasani said: The 29th exhibition, according to the pre-
vious schedule, will be held from October 29 in halls 38,
38A, 38B, 35, Milad Building (on two floors), Gulf of Fars
Building (on two floors) and a large part of the open space
where exhibitions are held permanently. It starts in Tehran
and will continue until November 2.

Referring to the holding of some side events of this exhibi-
tion, he said: On the second day of the exhibition, we will
witness a seminar on the pathology of printing and packag-
ing industries, which will be dedicated to issues such as the
need to renew the printing fleet and strengthen the export
of printed products.

The head of the printing and packaging industry exhibition
noted: holding training classes, holding a commemoration
ceremony for the late Darvish (one of the veterans of the
industry who recently passed away) with the presence of a
group of his students, and also presenting a performance
report on the holding of the National Printing Industry
Day (September 11), the activities of the commemoration
headquarters The lasting faces of the industry will also be
featured in our other side programs at the exhibition.

The International Exhibition of Printing, Packaging and Re-
lated Machinery is held as the biggest commercial event of
Iran’s printing industry every year with the presence of a
large number of capable domestic and foreign companies
in the field of printing, packaging, machinery, etc. This
event is a great opportunity for the companies active in this
field to expose their achievements and products to the pro-
fessionals and experts of this industry and to present their
activities and innovations according to the current market
trend. m

CEO of Mihan Carton Company
Worn-out machinery
is a challenge in the
carton production

indust

i /
History of the carton industry in Iran dates back to about
70 years ago and has grown along with the development of
various industries that needed cartons for packaging and
transporting their products. In order to learn about the state
of this industry, we had a conversation with Dr. Aligholi Hosni
Azami, the CEO of the Carton and Sheet Industry Managers
Association, as well as the CEO of Mihan Carton Manufactur-
ing Company. We read parts of this interview.

This year is the 60th year of the establishment of Mihan Car-
ton Manufacturing Company, the second cardboard produc-
er in Iran. Despite its age, this group has been able to equip
itself with modern technologies in different periods and the
country’s carton manufacturing is known as Mihan brand. It
is an honor to step in the direction of improving the country’s
industry and production.

The type of cartons is determined based on the needs of dif-
ferent products. For example, some products are stored and
transported in a cold room; therefore, in the production of
consumer cartons for these products, paper that does not suf-
fer at low temperatures should be used. Another part of the
products are packed for export and must have high resistance
and quality.

In order to maintain its market share and stay in the compet-
itive scene, Mihan Carton Manufacturing Company needs to
equip and develop production lines. To achieve this import-
ant goal, the managers of this company are looking to pur-
chase the most up-to-date and modern devices in the world,
such as printing, laminating and other machines.

At present, more than 100 papermaking units are active in
the country, which are members of the paper producers’
union and provide about 90% of the domestic demand. As far
as | know, efforts to produce imported items are also on the
agenda and we hope to achieve complete self-sufficiency in
this field in the near future.

The machines of this industry are mostly old and need to be
replaced and renovated; therefore, the cooperation of banks
and providing sufficient facilities is very important. Also, the
confrontation of tax and social security organizations with
producers should be reconsidered. Unfortunately, some of
the behaviors towards producers and industry owners are not
respectful. It is only in this situation that industrial owners can
develop their production lines and create employment for
more people.
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Chairman of the Board of Directors
of “Kimya Naghsh Almas” Holding

The government should get
help from expert consultants
for the development of the
printing industry

During the last two decades,
we have witnessed the es-
tablishment and launch of
large printing complexes in
4| the country. In an interview
with Mustafa Hajilo, the
chairman of the board of
directors of “Kimya Naghsh
Almas” holding company
and the CEO of “Naghsh Al-
mas Caspian” company, we
have examined the state of this industry. We read parts
of this interview.

20 years ago, Naghsh Almas entered the field of printing
industry from a small workshop of silk printing services
with an automatic UV drying machine. By expanding the
range of activities, we currently have one of the most co-
herent printing houses in this field.

Since 2018, we entered the field of printing consumables
production, including BOPP and BOPET thermal films,
with the brand name “Caspian Naghsh Almas “ and the
NAC brand, which are high-use and strategic products.
We have now reached global standards in the production
of these items.

, we are planning to add other products such as velvet
thermal film, metallized, thermal film in various colors
and hygienic paper cups to the Caspian diamond pattern
products. These goals are being realized

In Naghsh Almas printing complex, we produce and sup-
ply more than 2 thousand exclusive and general printed
products, and in Naghsh Almas Caspian, thermal films of
various types are sold in the market. The export of our
products in the printing industry is ongoing, despite the
existing problems, and we continuously export to coun-
tries such as Irag, UAE, Oman and Azerbaijan.

In What distinguishes Naghsh Almas printing complex
comes from the different view of the complex on the mar-
ket and printed products in features and advantages, we
can mention high speed of production, variety of prod-
ucts, ordering and timely delivery of orders, use of unique
automation for registration, correction, and production
and delivery of orders to customers.

In many products, the country’s printing units are able to
meet the needs of the countries in the region. For exam-
ple, in the field of various types of packaging and even
packaging of pharmaceutical items, the products of Iran’s
printing industry have reached global standards.

In the end, | must point out that the unions and associa-
tions have been pursuing the needs of the guild with
more enthusiasm for some time, and we hope that this
process will continue and we can solve the guild’s prob-
lems togetherm
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CEO of Maadroll Printing Industries
Iran has a high
capacity in label
production

Printing is a vast industry and includes multiple sectors. At
present, most of the printing complexes in the country are
active in the field of packaging printing. In a conversation F
with Hossein Ahmadi, the CEO of Maadroll Printing Indus-
tries, who is one of the pioneers in this field, we examined
the state of the country’s printing and packaging industry.
We read parts of this interview.

At first, the country’s label market was in the hands of Turk-
ish companies, but with the machines used in Maadroll,
we created the belief that imports can be prevented.
Among these machines was the Neil Peter machine, which
is undoubtedly the most advanced Narrow Web printing
machine in the world, and it doesn’t even exist in Turkey.
Perhaps this period can be called a renaissance in Iran’s
printing industry, which, of course, was accompanied by
the equipping of other printing units with advanced ma-
chines, and provided the country’s need for labels.

A significant part of Maadroll ‘s customers are manufac-
turers of detergents, cosmetics, food and dairy products,
edible and industrial oils. Apart from these cases, the phar-
maceutical industry is also one of the biggest customers
of the label. Also, most products have other requirements
besides the label.

In May of this year, we participated in the Dubai Printing
and Packaging Exhibition and in the Iran Printing Industry
Pavilion. In terms of quantity and quality, our products
are fully capable of competing in the world markets, and
the visitors of that exhibition, who were activists and spe-
cialists in the printing industry in other countries, also ac-
knowledged this fact when they visited Maadroll ‘s booth.
Our belief from the beginning is that we should increase
the depth of our knowledge and we have focused the de-
velopment of our activities in this sector. Printing is a wide
area, however, we at Maadroll do not intend to develop
our product line in other areas of printing (Narrow web).
It was with this view that we went to the most advanced
machines in the world and hired them.

Customers also prefer to finally order work from a group
that offers higher quality products than other groups and
provides better after-sales service. We will continue to de-
velop knowledge-based and specialized Narrow Web print-
ing in Maadroll. The last purchased machine was installed
and launched in April last year, and within the next year or 9
two, we will purchase more advanced machines and add

them to the collection.m
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Member of the Board of Directors of
Azarin Alborz Industrial Group

I't took 9 months to
receive our
demands from car
manufacturers

One of the important problems that threatens parts man-
ufacturing companies is the lack of sufficient capital and
facilities, which increases with the increase in the variety
of parts and the need to use modern technologies. To
further investigate this issue, we had a conversation with
engineer Hamidreza Zarenejad, member of the board
of directors and deputy CEO of Azarin Alborz Industrial
Group. We read parts of this interview.

Azarin Alborz Industrial Group is at the level of high-tech
companies in the Middle East in terms of technology, and
with a daily production capacity of 12 thousand pieces, it
produces 9 thousand pieces a day.

In 2001, Azarin Alborz Industrial Group produced the
valve shaft gear part from powder metallurgy in order to
reduce the cost and increase the quality, in the form of
sheets, the main and biggest customers of which are the
industrial groups of Iran Khodro, Saipa and Iran Tractorsazi.
The industrial group produces approximately 3,500
Isolink pumps daily and for the Shahin car, whose engine
and powertrain were designed by Megamotor, it has set up
a new unit called Gogan Plastic, which produces TVD types
of pumps. It means that he pays a different type of money.
Russia’s automotive industry is old and there has been
no significant progress in the parts manufacturing sector,
however, agreements have been signed regarding the im-
port of motor parts and the conditions for the presence
of Iranian parts manufacturers in this country are also
available. On the other hand, although the International
Motor Show 2022 was held in a not so good condition,
it was accompanied by a significant visit. In view of this
issue, Azarin Alborz Industrial Group also intends to think
about development and investment with a long-term
perspective.

The prices should be set by the car manufacturers and re-
moved from the command mode. It seems that to solve
this issue, offering cars on the commodity exchange is a
good trick, so that both the demand is answered and the
price is balanced.

It seems that good things have happened in this field,
which hopefully will continue. For example, most of the
production parts that are now produced in our country
were imported from abroad a few years ago, but now
even the technical knowledge is provided internally. On
the other hand, the devices used in Azarin Alborz Indus-
trial Group are made in this industrial group and are fully
compatible with the existing production lines.m

The head of Tehran Automobile
Spare Parts and Machinery Dealers
Union

It is necessary to
increase the supervision
of the government on
the production and
import of spare parts

The first press conference of

the Tehran Automobile and

Machinery Spare Parts Deal-

ers Union was held with the

presence of Seyed Ahmad

Hosseini, the head of the Teh-

ran Automobile and Machin-

ery Spare Parts Dealers Union

and a group of journalists.

Seyed Ahmad Hosseini, the

head of Tehran Automobile

and Machinery Spare Parts

Dealers Union, referring to the powerful tool of the media to
bring the voice of trade unions to the ears of the government
men, said: According to a note of a trade union law, members
of the board of directors of trade unions for more than two
consecutive terms or four terms alternately, they cannot be
present in the boards of directors, on this basis, the board of
directors and veterans of this field at the same time provid-
ed the opportunity for the presence of experienced, young
and equipped with modern knowledge and in the second
stage, they elected the new board of directors, so that now
a dynamic and cohesive board of directors is working in this
union, using the experiences of veterans, having collective
wisdom and equipped with modern science.

The head of Tehran Automobile and Machinery Spare Parts
Dealers Union added: The second legal duty of the board of
directors is to form legal commissions, which are known as
the powerful arm of unions. According to the law, some of
them are known as Dispute and Complaint Resolution In-
spection Commission or Technical and Education Commis-
sion. Based on this, the new board of directors formed sev-
eral commissions in full compliance with the legal regulations
and through a general call from the members of the union, of
which 3 it was formed in the past.

This trade union activist considered the formation of the
housing working group regarding the revival and the start of
the housing cooperative activity of the Tehran Automobile
and Machinery Spare Parts Dealers Union as one of the other
actions of the board of directors and said: God willing and ac-
cording to the president’s orders, the construction of 4 million
housing units The purpose of getting the honorable members
home will be implemented.

This trade union activist, pointing out that nowadays big
companies have linked their technical number to the product
ID under the pretext of implementing the product ID, said:
Considering the issues that have arisen, the request of this
union is that with more interaction in specialized meetings
and discussions with the executives Respected, including the
minister of silence and the officials of the judiciary, this issue
should be resolved.

The government should have more supervision regarding im-
ports as well as domestic production and be ready by forming
classes to acquire scientific qualifications in order to produce
high-quality parts.
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Chairman of the Board of Directors of Part Aria Niroo Paanir knowledge-based
company

Increasing Iran’s exports depends on the
facilitation of international relations

In the last few years, domestic manufacturers have found
many capabilities to localize the required products. In the
meantime, some companies produce special examples
of this part, which has a very limited production in the
countries of the world. In a conversation with engineer
Hossein Saberian, the chairman of the board of directors
of the Part Aria Niroo Paanir knowledge-based, we inves-
tigated this issue. We read parts of this interview.

With a new initiative, Paanir Company focused on the
manufacturing and production of bearings, focusing on
the needs of related industries, i.e. oil and gas and petro-
chemicals. Of course, it should be known that the prod-
ucts of this company, despite their wide variety, are limit-
ed to sliding bearings used in rotating equipment and the
labyrinth of complementary seals.

In the research and development (R&D) department, the
Paanir Company has gradually added various products
such as aluminum bearings and bearings with special
geometrical shapes to its product range.

Relying on the creation of knowledge, this company has
the technology to produce aluminum bearings, the num-
ber of companies producing which are few in the whole
world. After two and a half years of research, Paanir has
produced parts that were imported before. For example,
there was a compressor in the oil-rich areas of the south
with the Borsig brand, which was faced with a challenge
in supplying its parts due to the embargo. To prevent gas
burning, which was a waste of resources and environ-
mental pollution, in Karaj unit.

Paanir Company designs bearings not only by reverse en-
gineering method, but also by relying on its own design
knowledge. Research and development unit of Paanir
Company is ahead of the market and is on the path of
obtaining technology and using modern technologies.
Since 2005, Paanir Company has increased its activity
space from 120 meters to 4 thousand meters and has

multiplied its production. Therefore, the development
plan is also on the agenda of Paanir Company, and while
doing its preparations, this company intends to purchase
new machinery and add to its production capacity.

In this regard, Paanir has signed a contract with the oil
company in the amount of 250 thousand dollars to ex-
port bearings to Venezuela and has previously exported
its products to European countries as second hand.
Currently, this company supplies the needs of all refiner-
ies, petrochemicals, power plants, pipelines and telecom-
munications, gas companies, gas transmission compa-
nies, railway industry, all locomotive or repair companies
and 20% of cement industries.

If you pay close attention, the parts produced by this
company will be effective in destroying a refinery, just as
it is effective in setting up a refinery. In other words, the
production of these parts has a very high risk, and this is-
sue makes the importance of paying attention to how it is
produced multiplied. On the other hand, in the past, the
market’s attraction and trust was towards foreign parts,
which fortunately has changed today and domestic parts
have a good position, so that even if the sanctions are
lifted, 10% of the market will go to foreign parts.

In the early days of its activity, this company has operated
without using any facilities, but today, due to the need
for high fixed capital for the development and purchase
of equipment, it needs to receive facilities. One of the
other requirements for growth and development is the
working capital required by companies, which has ex-
perienced a great growth due to the sharp decrease in
monetary value.

Among these challenges is the change in exchange rate
and inflation, which will impose unforeseen costs on
Paanir Company. For example, since the process of pro-
duction to supply is time-consuming, sometimes the in-
crease in the inflation rate makes this company a chal-
lenge in covering the principal costs. Fluctuations in the
exchange rate have led to the complete loss of profitabil-
ity of this company, and all the money of some projects
is also spent on the purchase of raw materials. It should
be remembered that production requires planning and
economic instability definitely prevents it. Another point
is related to the sanctions that have hampered the pro-
cess of trade and foreign interactions. If the path of inter-
actions was open, there would be better conditions for
product supply to other countries.

Fortunately, the future of this activity is bright and it is
under less risk than other activities. Cases like Corona
have the least impact on parent industries such as oil, gas
and petrochemicals. In fact, it must be said, these indus-
tries are the last industries that are affected by bad eco-
nomic events.m
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The CEO of Urmia Petrochemical
Company talks about production
obstacles

Liquidity limitations
are the most important

challenge of the

country’s industry

Although the petrochemical industry is considered one
of the large industries with the country’s capacity to
generate income, it faces many challenges. Considering
this issue, we went to Pejman Asadi, CEO of Urmia Pet-
rochemical Company, and talked with him. We read parts
of this interview.

This company was established with the focus on expand-
ing the petrochemical industry in West Azarbaijan prov-
ince with the aim of producing chemical fertilizer and
melamine crystal, and now, in addition to melamine crys-
tal and ammonium nitrogen sulfate fertilizer, it includes
sulfuric acid, potassium sulfate, and hydrochloric acid in
its product portfolio. . On the other hand, in its latest de-
velopment project, Urmia Petrochemical Company has
on its agenda the construction of a new polyaluminum
chloride unit as a new product.

In the petrochemical industry, Urmia Petrochemical Com-
pany is the only company that produces potassium fertil-
izer and in the family of nitrogen fertilizers, it is the only
producer of the important ammonium sulfate fertilizer,
and in this context, it plays an important role in providing
the country’s food security, which from this point of view,
the model It has a unique business that is different from
the well-known models of this industry.

Urmia Petrochemical Company has received a license to
export ammonium sulfate fertilizer, while it still does not
have a license to export potassium sulfate. We hope that
these problems will be solved this year.

According to the measures taken in Urmia Petrochemical
Company, it seems that we will have better conditions
this year and next year and with the launch of the pack
unit, we will be able to operate more stable than before.
Currently, this company is the most important producer of
ammonium sulfate and the second most important pro-
ducer of potassium sulfate in the whole country and has an
important position in the chemical fertilizer industry.

I hope that from now on, the conditions for the artisans
will turn out in such a way that the shareholders can also
breathe easy. We industrialists are trying to get the best
profit for companies and shareholders. Although it can be
said, not all the necessary tools for stock pricing are under
the control of the industrialists, and maybe at times,
these issues are more effective on the stock market pric-
ing. In general, | personally expected that the share price
of Sharum in the stock market would be determined
more than this, but it seems that the market conditions
have not yet allowed these predictions to be realized, and
these issues can cause the annoyance and disappoint-
ment of respected shareholders, which of course the is-
sue is their natural right.m

CEO of Tavan Pajoohan Fanavar

Pasargad Engineering Company
Capacity building in the
field of electronics
production is very simple
and inexpensive

Designing and man-
ufacturing  various
types of solar invert-
ers for the purpose of
export is one of the
cases in which Iran
has a very high com-
parative advantage,
provided that the
export barriers are
removed and lIran’s
interaction with oth-
er countries is normalized. To learn more about this issue,
we have conducted an interview with Ahmad Nikravesh,
the CEO of T Tavan Pajoohan Fanavar Pasargad Company. |
want parts of this interview.

It is very important to separate knowledge-based produc-
tion from assembly work. The most important feature of
a product made in Iran is the design process, which must
be done internally and its documents must be available.
In my opinion, if this issue is not paid attention to, the
importing companies will import the electronic boards of
the Chinese device separately and install it with SKD as-
sembly instead of manufacturing it inside, and the knowl-
edge-based companies that have worked hard for years
to design and localize the product. They will not benefit
from this market.

The strength of Tavan Pajoohan Fanavar Pasargad Engi-
neering Company is its approach in acquiring technical
knowledge in depth as well as the correct understanding
of the necessity of technical standards and quality man-
agement and design in product production. We can safely
say that these two important principles have been in place
in this company for more than 20 years, and we design and
produce our products under the processes of quality man-
agement systems, and we have followed this path many
times in more than 30 large projects and We have also gone
through many times in our continuous production.

In the current government’s four-year plan, the produc-
tion of 10,000 megawatts of electricity through renewable
energy, as well as the establishment of 550,000 solar pow-
er plants with a capacity of 5kW each, is on the agenda,
which is expected to be successful. However, the biggest
challenge in this direction is the cheapness of energy in
the country.

So far, we have installed and launched about 600 solar
inverters manufactured by Tavan Pajoohan Fanavar Pasar-
gad Engineering Company in 2020 and 2021 in the coun-
try, and we have received very promising feedback from
the power injection of inverters manufactured by this
company compared to European brands that are in the
same regions.

We have no problem in supplying solar inverters under the
condition of reasonable support, and with proper plan-
ning, we will achieve significant success in exporting.m




The CEO of Parham Seyd Romak
Company in explaining the reasons

for the high price of fish
There is no
control over the
selling price of fish

The significant increase
in the price of fish has re-
moved this essential food
item from the basket of
many families. On the oth-
er hand, the insufficient
catch of fish, which is root-
ed in the use of traditional
methods by the fishermen
of our country, has created
| problems. In order to learn
b more about this situation,
we have conducted an
interview with Mohsen Sarhadi, the CEO of Parham Seyd
Romak. We read parts of this interview.
The decrease in fish catch causes a sharp increase in the
price of fish and, consequently, canned fish. On the oth-
er hand, sanctions and the problem of supplying can lids,
which have been known as an imported product since
2015, have also had a negative effect on the production
process of canned fish.
Since canned fish is one of the basic commodities of peo-
ple’s lives, there should be a lot of support from the gov-
ernment in the process of supplying raw materials and its
production.
The increase in the price of fish has made the situation
difficult for many producers and the domestic market of
this product is also shrinking, while the government should
support this healthy and economical food and prevent the
over-selling of fish or arbitrary increase in its price.
One of the red lines of Parham Seyd Romak Company is
compliance with quality standards, in line with which many
programs have been put on the agenda. This company in-
tends to advance and implement part of its development
goals by the production of meat and non-meat canned
foods such as bean feed, types of stew and the construc-
tion of juice and beverage production units by the end of
the year, which | hope will have a positive impact on the
activities of Parham Seyd Romak Company.
These products have been exported to countries such
as Afghanistan, Pakistan, Irag, and Qatar and recently to
the United Arab Emirates and are also sold domestically
through sales agents.
Among the features of Parham Seyd Romak company’s
products is the good taste of its produced tuna, which in
most cases is in accordance with the taste and opinions of
customers. Another point is the uniformity and absence of
darkness in the fish meat used in canned fish.
Countries such as Oman use industrial practices with sig-
nificant fishing capacity. The use of traditional methods in
our country has caused a small number of fish to be caught
and caused a big blow to the tuna industry.
Since the tastes of Iranians are different from the people of
other countries, usually foreign tunas are not welcomed in
the domestic market.m

Worldo

INVESTMENT

The secretary of the Iran Aquatic
Production and Trade Union emphasized

We promote the
country’s
aquaculture export

production culture

In recent years, the Fisheries Organization and the private
sector have taken great strides in the development of
aquaculture, and these measures have made Iran a pow-
erful country in the field of exporting aquatic products to
world markets. We discussed this issue in a conversation
with Ali Akbar Khodayi, the secretary of the Iranian Aquat-
ic Production and Trade Union. We read parts of this
interview.

This union was established in 1996 in the Chamber of
Commerce under the title of Iran Aquatic Exporters,
then we changed the name of the union to “Iran Aquat-
ic Production and Trade”. The members of this union
are exporters, importers of all kinds of aquatic products,
canning industries, producers of aquatic feed and related
industries such as peat weaving and manufacturers of sea
cages, cold stores, processing units and domestic distrib-
utors. Among livestock protein products, only the aquat-
ic products industry can Export to the European Union.
Reaching this position and getting the EC code involved
a lot of costs for the owners of the processing units, and
the union also supported these measures. Of course,
there are still many unfinished ways, the most important
of which is the creation of an export and production con-
sortium with a brand, which we are seeking to realize.

In 2020, we exported about 130 thousand tons, which in-
creased to 150 thousand tons in 2021. In the first quarter
of this year, we faced a 39% growth in weight and 80% in
the value of aquatic exports, which is a significant growth.
However, the statistics of production of fishery products
in the last two years has reached one million and 270
thousand tons. The value of export of products is about
500 million dollars, compared to 5 billion dollars of ex-
port of agricultural products, the share of fisheries is 10%,
which is a significant share.

In the field of shrimp farming, we produced 57 thousand
tons last year, and this year this figure will increase to 65
thousand tons. In the sector of fish farming in cages, we
are not facing significant growth.

Investments are also being made in the sector of fish
breeding in cages. Meanwhile, there are loopholes that
enthusiasts can invest in.

We can hope to increase the country’s aquatic exports by
developing the cultivation of this fish, shrimp and fish in
cages, in addition to providing domestic needs.m
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CEO of Donya zireab Company

Ornamental fish is a
suitable capacity for
the country’s export

Considering the problem of unemployment in the society,
creating employment through the establishment of orna-
mental fish breeding and breeding workshops in the form
of quick-yielding workshops is of great importance. In or-
der to get to know more about this field, we have conduct-
ed a conversation with Mohammad Saeed Asadi, the CEO
Donya zireab Company. We read parts of this interview.
The foundation of this company’s activities is based on sci-
entific research. Personally, by attending all the exhibitions
in the world, | have been looking for new technologies, in-
novation and more creativity in the field of filtration, prop-
agation and breeding of fish.

Currently, one of the development plans of this company
is the establishment of a company called “Aquacenter”
in Oman.

Currently, we are somewhat active in the field of export,
but due to some problems, we do not export much, while
there is a very good potential for discus fish export. It is
possible to export this type of fish through the land borders
to Turkey and Iraq, but we are considering that this should
be done by air. So far, Iran has been an importer of orna-
mental fish and has almost the 10th rank among countries,
but we do not have a good place for export.
Unfortunately, it is currently not possible to transport living
organisms by air, while doing this is considered one of the
international duties. It is worth mentioning that there are
about 4,600 species of fish known in the world in the fresh-
water basin, and there are about 250 species of fish in Iran,
which is a good opportunity to carry out export activities.
Of course, it goes without saying that the fisheries officials,
especially in Fars and Shiraz provinces, have had good co-
operation in this field, and we should thank them.
Unfortunately, the relevant officials who are active in the
field of ornamental fish in veterinary medicine, have no
knowledge about ornamental fish, and they implement all
the rules related to chicken, sheep, etc. for ornamental fish,
and this issue has caused many problems. For example, the
export of ornamental fish in a country like Singapore is very
high and is an important source of income for this country.
We hope that managers will have a special look at this field
so that the activists of this industry will continue their work
with more effort. m




A bitter joke in the
name of digital
economy in the

country

.—f::._ﬂ-' o
i x

‘\f‘ !

In the last days of his of his
ministry, Javad Azari Jahormi
announced the share of the
country’s digital economy as
4.6 percent of GDP, which
was later stated to be 4 to 5 percent in the presence of the
ministry chair, in order to achieve the 10 percent goal in
the final year of Mr. Raisi’s government. At the same time,
the Iranian Students’ Opinion Center (ISPA) conducted a
survey in the summer of 2021, according to which, in the
country’s population over 18 years of age, about 80% use
an international virtual social network. In another survey
by the same center, 20% of these social network users said
that they earn money from it, and 55% said that they make
purchases through these social networks. Converting the
high percentages to population statistics shows that 48 mil-
lion Iranian people are users of these networks and about
9 million people use these networks to earn money, and in
other words, 13 million Iranian households are customers
of these virtual networks.

It has sometimes been suggested that people transfer their
businesses to domestic platforms, regardless of which plat-
form has such facilities or capacity, and with the reduction
of social capital of people’s trust in these platforms, with
this situation, businesses on this platform are damaged
and shaky and disrupted, and they can invest in the digital
economy. When have the decision makers gone to relat-
ed organizations for such decisions and heard their words
once in these crises?

In my opinion, the condition to have a serious contribution
in the digital age from the digital economy, like developed
countries even in the region, is to first create a stable in-
ternet platform in the country for citizens and businesses
so that people can connect their businesses to global plat-
forms and benefit from platform-based markets.

If we want to shout slogans about the digital economy this
time, it is better to review its foundations and indicators
in reports such as the UNDP annual report and see which
of those indicators we have improved during our tenure,
which speaks of increasing the share of the digital economy
in the country.

Finally, | hope that the trustees and decision-makers will
take a look at these indicators, make serious changes in
their slogans or in their actions.m

Alireza Bozorgmehri
Chairman of the Associa-
tion of Electronic Payment
Companies
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The third law of
banking does not
work either

Hamid Tehrani

The plan to reform the banking system, which was dis-
cussed in the Islamic Council, now some of its clauses have
passed the approval of the representatives and the steps
of its implementation are on the agenda of the open floor
of the parliament. In this regard, the representatives have
undertaken the task of compiling and writing this plan and
have written a legal text, which, of course, has not been
agreed upon by those involved in the banking system.
What is called the usury-free banking system was defined
and implemented after the Islamic revolution in Iran. How-
ever, it is interesting that some provisions of the first law of
the country’s banking system, which was approved by the
parliament in 1973, were also considered and applied in
the first law of the banking system of the Islamic Republic
of Iran. Based on this, the new law can be seen as a com-
pletion, modification or rewriting of the usurious banking
law that was approved before the revolution.

After the first law of the banking system, once again the
law of banking without usury was written and approved,
but this law also as an independent law; it was not perfect
and recognized as a reference, but this law was placed next
to the previous two laws and complemented them. In the
current period, it was expected that the representatives,
and in fact the Central Bank of the Islamic Republic, would
prepare and approve a comprehensive law that would al-
low the Islamic Republic to discard the previous two laws
and implement this new law, not as the third law of the
banking system, but as known as the only banking law of
the country. In this case, it is clear that this law would be
the complete reference for the monetary and banking ac-
tivities of the country, and the banking of the country
would be freed from the many confusions that were visible
due to the contradictions and internal contradictions of the
past laws, but in practice, this was not the case in all coun-
tries where the system have applied Islam to their bank,
one or two banks have an Islamic system, and other banks
in the country use the same international and global bank-
ing system, and citizens have the right to choose and trust
the banking system based on their preferences. This can be
seen in countries like Malaysia and Qatar, and in these
countries, most or all of the banks, except for one or two
banks, follow the global banking system and use global
laws. And he has worried, so that they don’t really know
how to have a stable and stable behavior and how to write
strategies and set goals for managing affairs, developing
work and monetary activities, banking interaction inside
and outside the country, and other things. m
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Dr. Ali Khatibi tabar
Chairman of the Board
of Directors of the Iran
Aquatic Production and
Trade Union

The necessity
of export-oriented

production in the field

of aquatics

With the efforts of the private sector investors, the coun-
try’s fishery production has been organized in such a way
that now the aquatic production and trade industry can be
mentioned as an effective pillar in the country’s economy.
All geographical areas of the country are the field of fishing
activities.

All kinds of products produced by farms and caught from
the seas are transformed into packaging products for sup-
ply in domestic and foreign markets in more than 250 fish
processing units and canning industries, and these units
are scattered in all 31 provinces of the country. This wide
level of employment has led to the production of 1.280
million tons of products, which has placed our country in
the first place in the Middle East region in terms of fisher-
ies production. Although this amount is only one percent
of the total 128 million tons of production of the country’s
agricultural sector, this one percent of production has a 10
percent share of the export of the agricultural sector, which
shows the export capacity of this sector of the country’s
economy. On the other hand, this sector has directly and
indirectly created a lot of employment, which has made an
effective contribution in reducing and curbing the unem-
ployment rate.

In addition to providing the best products in the domestic
market, the efforts of the private sector of the country’s
fisheries also sell fish, shrimp and caviar to 55 countries
of the world and import more than 500 million dollars in
foreign currency. One of the reasons for these successes is
that, unlike the industry, other sectors of the country’s ag-
ricultural economy, from the very beginning, the fisheries
sub-sector has been completely private and the share of
government support has been very small. This has caused
the private sector to bear any costs and the government’s
foot is out of the space of this business and cannot inter-
fere in the life and death of the fishing industry with man-
datory pricing and similar cases that have become the
bane of other industries. There is also an expectation from
the government that by strengthening the culture of eating
from the sea for Iranian citizens, it will not only improve
the health of Iranian citizens, but also improve domestic
trade and the share of domestic income of breeders and
fishermen.

It can be boldly emphasized that until now no kind of rental
currency has been distributed in this industry and no subsi-
dy support has been provided, therefore the producers
and breeders of aquatic animals and the activists of the
industrial and commercial sector have endured all kinds of
hardships and stood on their feet. This sector deserves rec-
ognition and needs infrastructure support, and the most
important infrastructure lies within the industry; Updating
software and hardware of breeders for export production.m

A conversation with the most
customer-oriented manager of the
insurance agency in the country

Some startups
create unhealthy
competition

The conditions of society
and the existence of various
risks, including high dam-
age from natural disasters
such as floods, earthquakes,
fires, and other unforeseen
events, require that people
go to get insurance policies
and insurance services be-
fore special and emergency
situations arise. Considering this, we went to Mrs. Zahra
Salahi, the manager of Sarmad Insurance Code 1673 Agen-
cy, who has the first rank of customer-oriented among in-
surance agencies, and talked with her. We read parts of this
interview.

Sarmad insurance agent with code 1673 is trying to provide
the necessary information of the requested insurance to the
customers in the first stage and then to explain all the terms
of this insurance and the rights related to it. Also, if during
the period of receiving this insurance policy, there is a need
to provide services or clarify any ambiguity in the process of
using it, a suitable answer will be given immediately. Cases
subject to damage and other similar cases are also exam-
ined without receiving a fee. On the other hand, this agency
has always been trying to accompany and support custom-
ers and policyholders, on this basis, as an honest, caring and
trustworthy advisor, if an policyholder chooses a type of
insurance by mistake due to lack of knowledge about the
insurance process, will negotiate with the relevant officials
and managers to solve and compensate for the damage.

In addition, the management and the active team of the
Sarmad insurance agency with code 1673 in public places
and spaces have taken purposeful talks and behaviors to
resolve questions and ambiguities when faced with them.
In this regard, even gaps and deficiencies will be resolved
in cases where a person suffered damage or did not receive
the expected services.

Currently, the insurance market has many limitations. For
example, in the insurance industry, instead of the insurance
culture for individuals, the issue of selling insurance policies
has been taken into consideration, while the increase in in-
surance policy sales branches does not simply mean an in-
crease in the amount of sales. The insurance culture should
be adapted in such a way that everyone is able to buy an
insurance policy.

One of the essentials of the insurance industry is to elimi-
nate unhealthy competition so that from now on we will
not see unconventional and harmful discounts for insur-
ance industry companies and agencies. The amount of dis-
counts should not be deducted from the fee.m
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Iran’s foreign
trade is at an
equal point

Despite the many sanctions, Iran’s
economy has had an acceptable
performance in terms of exchang-
es and trade balance in the first
six months of the year. According
to the statistics announced by the
country’s customs officials, the
country’s exports amounted to 44
million tons of goods until the end
of August, which reached about
21 billion dollars, considering that last year Iran’s exports in
the same period amounted to 17 billion dollars this amount
has increased by 21.2% in terms of value. China, Irag, Unit-
ed Arab Emirates, Turkey and India have been Iran’s biggest
export destinations, respectively. Liquid propane, meth-
anol, liquefied natural gas, polyethylene, steel and iron
ingots, and copper cathode have the largest share among
Iran’s export goods portfolio.

On the other hand, on the other end of this scale, that is,
in the import sector, in the first five months of the country,
the total value of the import of goods to Iran has reached
14 million tons in terms of weight, which has a value equal
to 21 billion and 665 million dollars. Since in the same peri-
od last year, 18 billion and 175 million dollars of goods were
imported into the country, this amount has increased by
19.2 percent.

Although at first glance, the country’s exports and imports
have increased proportionally, but a close look at the statis-
tics shows shortcomings in this field. For example, despite
the increase in Iran’s exports in terms of value, we have
seen a 3.5% decrease in exports in terms of weight. In oth-
er words, the increase in imports in terms of value is more
than the result of the growth of production in the country
and as a result of the increase in employment and its other
positive consequences, it is more the result of the increase
in the global price of Iran’s export goods; And this price in-
crease is also caused by changes such as the war in Ukraine
and the increase in demand after the recession of Corona.
On the other hand, by comparing imported and exported
goods in terms of weight and value (14 million tons of im-
ports compared to 44 million tons of exports, which were
equal in terms of dollar value), it can be seen that more
expensive goods have entered the country and cheaper
goods have left the country. On the other hand, most of
Iran’s export goods are mineral raw materials and they are
imported into the country compared to goods such as ma-
chinery, livestock inputs, and basic goods.

These points clearly show that the depth of production in
the country is low and the production of goods in Iran is
largely dependent on the import of foreign machinery, on
the other hand, there has not been much growth in the
country’s production. In order to correct this situation,
the production of machines and goods with high added
value should be put on the agenda, which is not possible
except with access to wider markets than the domestic
market and extensive attention to real knowledge-based
companies. |

Morteza Faghani
Member of Tehran
Chamber of Commerce
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The seventh development

plan; an opportunity for

progress and justice

Before 1948, there was no specific
and organized plan for develop-
ment in our country, Iran, and most
plans and programs were proposed
and implemented according to or-
ders, feelings and personal tastes.
However, since the American repre-
sentatives of “Morrison Knudsen”
company came to Iran with the fi-
nancial support of the World Bank,
for the first time a seven-year scientific development plan
was written in our country, which is used as a guide and a
framework for activities in our country. Since then, 12 de-
velopment programs have been approved in our country, 6
of which belong to before the revolution and 6 to after the
victory of the Islamic Revolution. Now, following the ap-
proval of the general policies of the 7th Development Plan
system on September 20, 2022, the 13th development
plan of the country has been placed on the agenda of the
Program and Budget Organization after a one-year delay.
Since the governments’ annual budget bills, including the
2023 budget, are compiled and presented to the parlia-
ment based on the plan resulting from this policy, it can
be acknowledged that the provisions of the general policy
approvals and the 7th development plan, as documents
upstream from It is of considerable importance. This year,
as in the previous programes, in line with paragraph one of
Article 110 of the Constitution, the general policies of the
7th Development Plan have been communicated to the
Chairman of the Expediency Assessment Council and the
Chief of the General Staff of the Armed Forces. This docu-
ment has 7 headings including “Economic”, “Infrastructural
Affairs”, “Cultural and Social”, “Scientific, Technological and
Educational”, “Political and Foreign Policy”, “Defense and
Security” and “Administrative, Legal and Judicial”.

In fact, with a realistic and accessible view, it is possible to
do a great service to the development and improvement
of the business environment by relying on the priority
raised in the general communicated policy. These mea-
sures can be planning for the prosperity of the tourism
industry, development and reforms of the energy sector,
special attention to science and technology and knowl-
edge-based, promotion of foreign trade and commercial
policy, environmental restoration; pollutions, dehydration
and desertification as well as financial stability in the coun-
try, systematic fight against corruption and strengthening
of regulatory institutions and targeting economic growth
along with eradicating poverty, unemployment, inequality
and employment.

It is hoped that the programmers of the seventh develop-
ment, more than ever, with the importance of emphasizing
the role and position of the people in determining their
own destiny, and also by setting the goal of justice and its
realization in all areas, will provide conditions so that in the
next five years, despite all existing obstacles, let us witness
the prosperity of the economy and, accordingly, the prog-
ress of the economy throughout our country.m

Farhad Amirkhani
Chief Editor




“World of Investment”
A smart choice to enter the Iranian
business market

Iran, a country with a civilization spanning thousands
of years and with a strategic geographic location, has
many opportunities and capabilities to invest in oil,
gas, minerals and various industrial infrastructures.
The presence of diverse climates and rich historical
monuments added to it unique tourist attractions. In
addition, Iran’s convenient and cheap access to more
than one billion people in the world in its neighbor-
ing countries and via the Silk Road, created a special
export advantage for us; therefore, smart entry in
various sectors like industry, services, trade and new
companies can bring huge profits to the investors.
“World of Investment” seeks to provide a clear new
window into the growing Iranian economy, full of in-
novative opportunities, by providing clear and hon-
est information as a trusted advisor. Direct communi-
cation with companies active in the Iranian business
environment, particularly in the fields of industry,
energy, services, transportation, finance, finance and
insurance, as well as innovative business, utilizing the
expertise of experts along with hiring young, enthusi-
astic and expert journalists to investigate issues from
the point of view of industrialists and entrepreneurs
Iranians, considered the main task of the “World of
Investment” magazine.

“World of Investment” is proud that the first Iranian
magazine published in three languages per month in
Persian, English and Arabic languages is published by
the private sector and widely distributed in the Ira-
nian business sector. Dear Readers; we value your
trust, our efforts to continually improve and increase
your satisfaction are part of this group’s roadmap bet-
ter respond to the needs of our audience.

Dear readers, you can contact us to include your con-
tent and advertisements.
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