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The expert in the field of Iranians
abroad raised

Neglect of the
2,000 $ billion
capital of Iranians
living abroad

For years, thinking of ways to resolve domestic eco-
nomic crises has been a major issue for the country’s
governments, while Iranians living abroad as a valuable
asset can be a way out of the current crisis. The added
value of the presence of 300,000 elites and the dor-
mant capital of immigrants across borders is estimated
at nearly 2 trillion dollars, which by making changes in
the institutional structure of the country, while return-
ing these valuable scientific assets to our country, can
also blind economic knot in their hands. In an interview
with Dr. Hamid Yazdanian, we examined this issue. We
read excerpts from this interview.

The first positive thing was paying attention to the issue
of Iranians abroad. Dr. Ahmadinejad seriously took care
of the issues of several million Iranians living abroad
and entrusted the administration of the affairs of Ira-
nians abroad to his trustees. The transfer of some pow-
ers, credits, and budgets to the Secretariat paved the
way for a series of conferences and trips. The beginning
of this process and the removal of obstacles eventual-
ly led to the return of some Iranians living abroad and
their investment in the country. In addition, a number
of professors and elites returned to the country and be-
gan teaching at universities.

There are about two million Iranians living in the Unit-
ed States, making up the largest population of Iranians
living abroad. Canada also has about 700,000 Iranians.
Of course, exact statistics cannot be given in this regard,
because in some countries, citizenship is determined on
the basis of soil, blood and spouse. For example, the ba-
sis of Iranian citizenship is blood.

It seems that the priority of Iranian immigration is first
the United States, Canada and then European coun-
tries. Some first start migrating to neighboring coun-
tries such as Turkey, the UAE and Georgia. Estimates
indicate the presence of 5 million Iranians in different
countries, while the country’s databases have not regis-
tered more than 3.5 Iranians.

Iranians living abroad are part of the country and part of
this population of 90 million who have been forced to
emigrate for various reasons. The Islamic Republic of
Iran must remember not to see only these 85 million
Iranians, because a range of 5 million people are elite,
capable, influential, risk-takers and entrepreneurs
across borders. It is enough to get only a little of the
2,000 billion dollars of capital of Iranians living to solve
our employment problem. We have to accept that the
world has changed and new technologies have come.m

§ |

Dr. Azam Darvish Khezri
Creating investment
opportunities for
Iranians abroad

One of the most important priorities of the country’s
economy, which will be achieved only through coherent
and comprehensive planning, is to try to create jobs for
young people, especially the educated and elite of the
country. And many activities have been done to achieve
it. Due to this issue and the Supreme Leader’s empha-
sis on job creation in this year’s slogan, he went to Ms.
Azam Darvish Khezri, Deputy Minister of Women'’s Af-
fairs of the Center for Iranians Abroad, CEO of Pouya
Gostar Saleh Bon Cooperative and also the founder of
the National Foundation for Entrepreneurship Cooper-
ation and Development And we talked to him. We read
excerpts from this interview.

During the past years, | have been active in various
fields, political, social, cultural and economic, and one
of my favorite fields has long been the discussion of job
creation and entrepreneurship, so this year by entering
the Pouya Gostar Cooperative | started with the goal of
pursuing job creation discussions and helping to create
established sustainable employment. According to the
company’s initial plans, for about one thousand people
with the help of the Ministries of Mining Industry and
Trade; Cooperation, labor and social welfare, and cultur-
al heritage, tourism, and handicrafts will create jobs, and
it is hoped that my activities in this area will be fruitful.
The center is located in 63 countries and operates in
the fields of law, economics, sports, culture and art in
all provinces of the country. It is worth mentioning that
the Iranians Abroad Counseling Center, while introduc-
ing investment opportunities for Iranians abroad, has
concluded memoranda of understanding with similar
organizations.

Women now make up half of the country’s population,
which plays an important role in the flourishing of the
family economy and the economy as a whole. When the
rate of women’s participation in the economy increas-
es, GDP will increase and employment will increase,
however, we must provide the ground for the training
of technical and professional skills in order to develop
their capabilities so that its positive effects on work and
activity. Show other members of the community. On the
other hand, the capacity of active institutions, associa-
tions and classes should be used in this direction.

If the ground is prepared to solve the obstacles and
problems of the country’s economy, the Supreme Lead-
er’s slogan of “producing knowledge-based and job-cre-
ating” will also be realized.m



The CEO of Sorena Security
Company raised

Investment is
necessary for the
development of
Iran’s IT Industry
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Provndmg speclallzed equipment in this field for data
centers and large organizations in the country is one of
the matters in which Sorena Security Company is active.
In an interview with Reza Khalaj, the CEO of this compa-
ny, we examined the situation of this business in Iran.
We read excerpts from this interview.

It has been 10 years since Sorena Security Company
was established and now this company, under the name
of Sorena Group of Companies, is active in providing
specialized IT equipment for data centers and networks.
Last year, we started producing all-in-one computers, and
another company in the group works in installments to
provide goods for Social Security retirees in installments.
We are currently operating as one of the leading com-
panies in the field of design and implementation of data
centers and networks. According to the policies of the
country, since 2020, we have established the production
of IT parts. Due to the access of families and organiza-
tions to the Internet, we thought that in addition to
large customers, ordinary citizens can use the services
of our company and to achieve this goal, we launched
the online store radram.ir so that we can deliver the
goods to the people in installments. It is worth mention-
ing that this activity is performed by Rad System Sorena
Pardazan Company.

The development of a production line for small and
caseless computers is one of the most important pro-
grams of Sorena Security Company. At present, most of
the parts are imported, and for this purpose, we intend
to produce some of these foreign parts inside and not
just assemble these parts. Our partners are designing a
kind of computer without case or All in One, in this type
of product, the upgrade of RAM and hard drive does not
depend on opening the whole computer, and the user
can easily upgrade his system. Attracting new custom-
ers, increasing sales as well as improving productivity
are some of the annual programs that should be consid-
ered during the company’s activity.
In these years, despite the COVID-19 epidemic, the
growth of ICT-based businesses, as well as the provision
of distance learning services training by governmental
and non-governmental organizations, the need for fast
and secure access to information must be considered
more than ever.
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The director of the Anzali Free Zone
Organization announced

Doubling of

knowledge-based companies

in the Anzali Free Zone in
the next few months

Engineer Ali Awsat Akbari Moghaddam, Chairman and
CEO of Anzali Free Zone Organization, regarding the
current year’s plans of his organization to implement
the 2022 strategy of the Supreme Leader, which has
been named as the year of “knowledge-based produc-
tion and employment-creating”, stating that Increas-
ing and diversifying the portfolio of knowledge-based
export products to Eurasian countries is the main
strategy of this organization, he said. Last and espe-
cially this year, this organization is based on this.

The CEO of Anzali Free Zone Organization added: the
existence of a flourishing center for innovative compa-
nies and knowledge-based companies in this region,
memorandums of cooperation with the Vice Presi-
dent for Science and Technology and the Innovation
and Prosperity Fund of the country; Activities of the
Council for Supporting Knowledge-Based and Innova-
tive Companies; Providing support, incentive and re-
duction packages for raw materials, production lines
and supporting these companies to participate in do-
mestic and foreign exhibitions by this organization; Ex-
istence of exhibition center and activity of Anzali and
Caspian ports in this region, along with connection of
Caspian port complex to the national railway network,
constitutes a set of capabilities and support programs
of Anzali Free Zone Organization to attract and com-
mercialize knowledge-based products and services for
export to countries. .

Akbari Moghaddam stated that currently 9 knowl-
edge-based companies in the fields of industry, non-in-
dustry and services, including electrical, electronics,
laboratory equipment, instrumentation, cosmetics,
design and production of computer and mobile soft-
ware, information and communication technology
and mechanics with a certificate The Vice President
for Science and Technology is working in the region,
he added: That number is projected to nearly double
in the next few months.

He mentioned the number of innovative, technology
and entrepreneurial units active in this region as 100
companies.

The CEO of Anzali Free Zone Organization, referring to
the plans for the construction of the third industrial
town and the development of the area, which pro-
vides a suitable platform for the development of
knowledge-based businesses, added: It is specially es-
tablished with the production of export-oriented
products or companies producing goods that elimi-
nate the need for import.m
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Dr. Babak KarimKhan

The liquidity crisis of

part makers is the
result of forced
pricing

The CEO of Sanat Gostar Sadid
Company raised

Lack of liquidity is the
main problem of car
parts manufacturers

Using state-of-the-art technologies and adapting to
high levels of technology will be costly for auto parts
manufacturers, so one of the main concerns of man-
ufacturers today is to solve the liquidity challenge and
the need to reform old production policies. In an in-
terview with Engineer Sirous Kouhestani, CEO of Sanat
Gostar Sadid Company, we have examined these prob-
lems. We read excerpts from this interview.

One of the company’s biggest successes last year was
the production of chassis for large vehicles such as
tractors and trucks, which it had not done before, ex-
cept for a few small and scattered efforts.

However, we intend to produce a large number of
products this year and we are currently preparing its
infrastructure. It should be noted that Sanat Gostar
Sadid Company is looking for automated production
in the chassis industry for the first time, and this action
has been predicted in the coming year in accordance
with the orders of Sapco and Iran-Khodro in large
numbers.

Asset and value-added problems plague industrial
units, and the number of car production has moved
towards economic unjustification, while if the eco-
nomic problems are solved, the production circulation
will reach the same level as in 2011.

The Association of Homogeneous Powertrain In-
dustries and Automobile Parts Manufacturers of the
country, as an active non-governmental organization,
has an important role in decision-making and poli-
cy-making, but the optimal performance of this asso-
ciation will be optimal in stable economic conditions.
Contrary to some people’s beliefs, the import of cars
will not create a competitive domestic market. This
issue has nothing to do with the managers of the
automotive industry, but is rooted in macroeconom-
ic policies, and until these policies are not reformed,
not only will the lifting of the import ban not solve the
problem, but it will exacerbate it.

The interests of the two parts manufacturing and au-
tomotive industries are quite common, as there is a
common market before them. Their interests will not
be met until the automotive and parts industries are
integrated. Given this, the policies of the two should
be the same while not being independent.

Today, the automotive industry is looking for modern
and new parts, the production of which is not yet with-
in the capacity of the country’s parts industry. In my
opinion, companies such as Sapco and Sazehgostar as
an engineering design institution can play an effective
and decisive role in this field.m

The country’s automotive and parts industries have faced
the problem of access to modern technology and technical
knowledge for many reasons. To find out more, we spoke
with Dr. Babak KarimKhan, Vice President of the National
Association of Auto Parts Manufacturers. We read excerpts
from this interview.

In 2021, we in the board of directors of the country’s parts
manufacturing association, held several meetings with
managers of automotive companies, officials of the Minis-
try of Industry, Mines and Trade, judiciary, central bank and
members of parliament to inform the views of the parts
industry and the demands of parts manufacturers in these
meetings. We have informed the officials and we have done
the necessary follow-up. On the other hand, the specialized
committees of the Homogeneous Association were formed
in relation to related issues in order to play a more effective
role in the policy discussion of the automotive industry by
creating content and informing it accurately to the officials
and the media.

Holding the conference “Automotive Chain on the Horizon
of 2022”, considering the corona restrictions of previous
years, shows the extent of coverage of the National As-
sociation. In this conference, guests from the Ministry of
Industry, Mines and Trade, the Judiciary and members of
the Islamic Consultative Assembly. This issue caused more
officials and government institutions to share the views of
activists in this field. We hope that these interactions will
have a good impact on future legislation.

With the change of macro-industrial management in each
government, we see a change in policies and the entry of
new people in government positions, which causes the
actions of former managers and their commitments to be
completely reduced. When we are not supposed to use
the successful experiences of others, we will waste golden
investments and opportunities in the country’s industry
through trial and error.

In order to fulfill the slogan of the year, which is to produce
knowledge-based, we must consider an up-to-date scientif-
ic and technological process in comparison with the world
industry. We must value the private sector and the youth’s
ability to acquire knowledge.

We expect the government to strike a balance in protecting
domestic production given the difficult conditions ahead.
The experience and environment created in the country’s
automobile and parts industry is a special privilege that few
countries benefit from. This industry needs to be rebuilt and
updated. The automotive industry is growing in the context
of interaction, and for this purpose, we must provide the
ground for expanding interaction with the world by relying
on the geographical location, resources and population of
our country, which is considered as the trump card. m




The CEO of Pars Petro Zagros

Company emphasized Worldo
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Necessity of
development and
exploitation of oil

and gas fields
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Given the great potential that our country has in the
field of exploitation of oil and gas reserves, but there
are still many opportunities for the development of oil
fields and related investments, to further explore this is-
sue, interview with Mohammad Mostafavi, CEO of Pars
Petro Zagros, We have done. We read excerpts from this
interview.
The company operates as an Iranian Exploration and
Production Company (E&P) in the field of oil and gas
exploration and development and has had more than
150 projects during the 17 years since its establishment.
If we produce 4 million barrels of oil a year, we will have
oil reserves for another hundred years, although renew-
able fuels such as solar, wind and hydrogen may replace
oil by then, so | hope for the future and an increase in
activity.
The National Iranian Oil Company is in charge of oil
production in Iran, and our company is also a provider
of technical and executive services to the National Oil
Company. According to the CEO of the National Iranian
Oil Company, It has an oil field, which will definitely in-
crease the country’s oil and gas production.
What challenges do you face along the way?
In my opinion, the most important challenge is to attract
investors. Unfortunately, in recent years, the volume of
resources used to develop oil fields is not commensu-
rate with the huge oil and gas reserves of the country.
Of course, | think that at all levels of the country’s de-
cision-making, the importance of developing upstream
oil and gas activities has been taken into account, and
| hope that with the conclusion of the negotiations,
the ground will be prepared for passing sanctions and
increasing oil production. Leading countries, we will
witness the good growth of the country’s hydrocarbon
exploration and extraction industry.
I hope that the volume of activities for the development
of oil fields will increase so that we can see the prosper-
ity of this sector as soon as possible. Fortunately, the
government’s targets of producing 5 to 7 million barrels
of oil per day, as well as 1.5 billion cubic meters of gas
per day, are possible, and it is hoped that the sanctions
will be lifted. In this case, we can predict that in the field
of oil and gas, Iran will earn more than 100 billion dollars
annually and we will achieve great success in this field.m

The CEO of Iskra Company raised
Production growth is a
key factor in
improving the business
environment

Improving the business environment as well as elim-
inating mandatory prices is one of the requirements
for the growth of the parts industry, therefore, the new
government is expected to provide favorable conditions
for the growth of the industry and improve its situation
by neglecting appropriate policies.

Amir Hossein Jalali, CEO of Iskra Company, referring to
the 20% growth of the company’s products, said: “Pro-
duction of Shahin and Tara car alternator has started in
Iskra Company and other new products such as radiator
fan and snowflake are to be produced with a suitable
circulation.”

Referring to Iskra’s goal of zeroing the company’s waste,
Jalali said: “Of course, this waste will not be completely
zero, however, with the help and participation of pro-
duction operators, it has been seriously reduced.” In ad-
dition, Iskra has exported about 300 thousand Euros in
Rials, but has not yet reached the desired figure of 500
thousand Euros.

He pointed to the lack of change in production condi-
tions in 1400 and said: “In some cases, the situation has
become somewhat more difficult, so one of the most
important requirements for production growth at the
moment is to improve the business environment and
economic and judicial security for entrepreneurs.”

Jalali said that the specialized association of auto parts
manufacturers in the country has made great efforts to
facilitate the relationship between auto parts manufac-
turers and manufacturers, noting that the association
intends to eliminate mandatory prices, so managers
and government officials after realizing the negative ef-
fects of prices Grammar, put it aside and it seems, from
now on we will see good results.

The CEO of Iskra evaluated the performance of the As-
sociation of Homogeneous Industries and the driving
force of the country’s auto parts manufacturers in 1400
as positive and said: “The performance of this associa-
tion was very good last year, so that with the exhibition
in 1400, we witnessed a strong presence of auto man-
ufacturers.

In my opinion, the best possible thing is to leave the
board of directors of car companies free to manage their
resources and expenses. In addition, pricing should be
liberalized to set prices based on market mechanisms.
In the end, the CEO of Iskra Company, referring to the
impact of declining oil sales on increasing production,
said: “It should be known that the most important fac-
tor to improve the business environment today is to
value production.” Unfortunately, with the current
mechanisms as well as the current laws and regulations,
the hands and feet of the component makers are
closed.m
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Managing Director of Amin Tarabar
International Transportation Company

Transportation
plays an important
role in the growth of

the country’s
exports

Transportation is one of the most important factors in
the growth of the country’s economy and a key factor
for the growth and development of exports and the
completion of the supply chain. We went to Majid Ra-
souli, CEO of Amin Tarabar International Transportation

Company, to discuss issues such as supply and demand,
government policy in the industry, modernization of
transportation equipment, and the impact of exchange
rate fluctuations. We read excerpts from this interview.
24-hour response seven days a week and honesty are
the hallmarks of Amin Tarabar Company. The safety of
the transportation process in this company and adher-
ence to the standards set for drivers is such that instead
of paying attention to attracting more trucks, drivers are
selected based on their personality, behavior and char-
acter. On the other hand, the holding company strives
to use standard and up-to-date trucks. The company
also has an in-service training system that continuously
trains all the necessary information to its workforce.
Since the amount of revenue, growth and development
in carrier companies depends on the number of trucks
covered, the company is trying to increase the number
of trucks annually, so each year the number of trucks ac-
cording to the standards desired by the partners more
and is increasing.

As mentioned, the company covers most of Western
European countries. It should be noted, however, that
our trucks operate on all land routes from neighboring
countries to Central Asia and the Baltic states, yet no
one can claim to meet all the needs of the international
transportation market and cover related activities.

Due to the Corona outbreak, Turkey closed its land bor-
ders to trucks in other countries for several months, and
this changed the direction of our goods from land to
rail. And that posed a serious challenge.

In the current situation, many transport companies are
either closed or operating at a minimum capacity.
Transportation plays an important role in the growth of
exports and increasing the competitiveness of exports
to other countries, so | hope that a suitable platform will
be provided to solve its challenges. We hope that the
government and organizations will use experts in this
field to hold meetings and events, as well as solve the
challenges of this class, in order to provide a platform
for employment growth in the country and to see more
and more activities of transportation companies. m

The CEO of Baracomina Air Freight
Services Company raised the issue

The lengthy licensing
process is a challenge
for transportation
companies

Transportation is considered as one of the most important
pillars of the country’s economy, therefore, many compa-
nies have been set up in this field and today provide services
to people and economic companies in various forms of air,
land and Maritime transportation.

Mustafa Aghayani, CEO of Baracomina Air Freight Services
Company, noting that the company was established with
the aim of providing air services last year and is now ready
to operate in the field of air transportation, added: Baraco-
mina Air Freight Services Company is a subsidiary of Shahab
Sageb Group of Companies It is considered to have been es-
tablished in 2009 with the aim of providing services in the
field of sea and land transportation. This holding company
offers a variety of services to customers and is known to
many companies.

He said that the most important advantage of Baracomi-
na Air Freight Services Company is fast transportation and
reasonable price of its services and said: many items such
as pharmaceuticals and perishable materials need to be
transported very quickly, so the company has provided
conditions for these goods in the shortest time May reach
customers.

The CEO of Baracomina Air Freight Services Company point-
ed out that most of the transport companies’ transactions
are done with China, noting that with the lifting of sanctions
and the creation of suitable conditions in the country, it is
possible to communicate with other European countries.
One of the important goals of Baracomina Air Freight Ser-
vices Company; Increase the level of service quality, easy
delivery and tracking of goods. Of course, this may be some-
what costly, but it will definitely lead to customer satisfac-
tion and confidence.

The CEO of Baracomina Air Freight Services Company said
that not issuing licenses on time is one of the biggest chal-
lenges facing the company and said: considering the role
that private sector businesses have in creating jobs, the
licensing process should not be time consuming. In my
opinion, in this direction, it is better to use experienced
specialists and managers and prevent the development of
cumbersome instructions.

“I hope that the day will come when companies will be able
to operate well without interfering with government institu-
tions,” said the CEO of Baracomina Air Freight Services. In
this case, companies will operate with less concern.




Member of the think tank of the
country’s Ports and Maritime
Organization

Transport activists
do not wait for the
government and the
nuclear deal

Sanctions and the lack of the necessary infrastructure
have made the country’s transportation in all areas of
air, sea and rail face many problems. In this regard, we
have interviewed Seyed Morteza Ghadmagahi, a mem-
ber of the think tank of the country’s Ports and Maritime
Organization. We are reading parts of this interview.
Our international logistics field is facing many bottle-
necks due to the imposition of sanctions. For example,
although the port of Chabahar has a very good strategic
position and can become the logistics center of the Per-
sian Gulf and the transit highway of Iran, it has faced the
refusal of foreign investors to invest in this port.
Unfortunately, in addition to foreign sanctions in the
field of domestic policy, the necessary attention has not
been paid. In the field of air transportation, with this
high volume of air cargo from China to Iran, cargo air-
craft is still not serviced in this route and is transported
all times by passenger aircraft.

During these years, due to the lack of suitable condi-
tions and economic instability, | have not seen the de-
sire of capitalists to invest in this sector. The momentary
change in customs laws and directives has led to a slight
tendency to invest in Iran.

We are currently a party to the Hague Convention, while
the laws of this convention are very old. The existence
of such old laws shows that we must become a party
to new conventions such as Hamburg and Rotterdam,
and the parliament must approve Iran’s membership in
these conventions. Under the new conventions, a ship
must pay a certain amount of damages if it is delayed
or damaged.

Coronary restrictions caused many shipping companies
to suffer severe losses due to reduced cargo volumes.
The companies then informally formed a consortium
and multiplied shipping costs after the business revived.
That is, although in the first place Corona inflicted cumu-
lative losses on these companies, they were able to offset
their losses by planning and multiplying the attack fare.
In my opinion, we should not wait for the government to
sign the JCPOA, but we should turn any threat into an
opportunity ourselves. Currently, the sanctions are be-
ing lifted by the private sector, and the government is
even getting help from this sector to meet its needs,
while the worn-out sector of the government does not
have the speed and knowledge of the private transport
sector and we should provide better conditions for our
country’s businessmen.m
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The CEO of Shahab Sagheb
Transportation Company mentioned

The negative effect
of tripling prices on

the transportation
process

Transport companies need a lot of money to provide
their services, and in addition, the government impos-
es a lot of costs in the form of insurance and taxes. In
order to investigate this issue, we have conducted an
interview with Vahid Nabati, CEO of Shahab Sagheb
Transportation Company. We read excerpts from this
interview.

Shahab Sagheb Transportation Company transports
customers’ goods to different countries with the slogan
of “accompanying until arrival” and follows the process
until the final clearance of the goods. At present, the
company has a workforce of about 35 people and is ac-
tive in various sectors of shipping and freight.
Fortunately, many of our goals have been achieved.
The company has always tried to be recognized as a
reputable and reliable company in the transportation
market. The company is already achieving many of its
goals, despite poor economic conditions and barriers
to sanctions, and is looking at new business and digital
marketing examples to invest in logistics.

One of the features of this company is free consultation
in the field of international transportation of goods and
it will be responsive to customers all days of the week.
Shahab Sagheb Company fully controls the whole pro-
cess of transporting goods and tries to minimize the
costs of transporting goods, so in some cases, even the
company’s profit is sacrificed to provide its services.

In recent years, our country has taken significant mea-
sures in the export sector, especially in the Persian Gulf,
and Shahab Sagheb Company has exported to the
countries in this field 5 times last year, which will be
multiplied by the lifting of sanctions.

Shahab Sagheb Company is trying to rely on domestic
capabilities, complete all stages of shipping goods from
zero to one hundred and increase its competitiveness
with other companies.

One of the serious plans of this company is to enter
the logistics department, for this purpose, it seeks to
provide the necessary warehouse and equipment for
packing and performing all the steps of transporting 3
goods. ~
One of the important demands of transportation com-
panies is the facilitation of economic conditions by se-
nior managers so that we no longer face many prob-
lems in the process of moving and transferring money.
In my opinion, the government should provide a plat-
form for transport companies to operate with more
motivation and power.s




Ghazaleh Rezvani

Public Relations Manager of the
Association of

Automotive Parts Manufacturers

The role of women in

the growth of large
industries in the
country

In today’s competitive world, where countries have made
striving for growth and development one of the key goals
to gain a competitive advantage, the use of all human re-
sources of society to achieve this important importance
is due to the serious participation of women. It is said for
the growth and development of developed countries. Al-
though it seems that the presence and role of women in
various fields in our country has increased, but their pres-
ence in managerial positions is still not noticeable, because
they are approaching high positions, but they rarely grasp
it. There are invisible obstacles or the “glass roof theory”
on the way to the ascent of women to the highest organi-
zational level, which is in conflict with the components of
social capital. The term glass ceiling, or the phenomenon
of women failing to reach top management levels, is a dis-
criminatory barrier to women'’s efforts to achieve success,
which is a clear example of inequality. This phenomenon
has existed in different societies, but unfortunately in less
developed countries, this ceiling is lower and stronger. As
long as this ceiling exists, women will be deprived of the
opportunity for progress and advancement, and society
itself will be deprived of this potential.

But the key issue is the system of “meritocracy” in society;
a system in which job benefits and positions are delegated
to individuals solely on the basis of “merit” and “compe-
tence” and not on the basis of gender, social class, ethnicity
or wealth. “Given that the priority in society is economic
progress and the superiority of money and position, pol-
icymaking is not expected to lead to cultural and social
progress as well as equality between the sexes, as in a pa-
triarchal culture like ours, even in its male communities.”
The relationship has taken the place of “norm” and com-
petence, and women face very difficult barriers to growth
and development.

On the other hand, given the larger population of women
in our country than the male population and based on the
normal 1Q distribution curve, when society removes wom-
en with barriers, it will naturally be deprived of half of the
ability of its elite. Removing the glass roof, which has its
roots in ancient culture, will be a slow and gradual process
that requires time and culture to change. In this regard, in-
troducing more successful female managers in the media
and paying more attention to meritocracy instead of patri-
archy in organizations, can be an important and effective
solution.

Although there is not much presence of women in the au-
tomotive industry, it is a matter of pride that in the parts
industry, which is one of the largest industries in the coun-
try, women play a key role, both in terms of entrepreneur-
ship and in terms of skilled labor. In the meantime, the
more we move towards the private sector, the more we
see the role of women than the government and semi-gov-
ernment sectors, which we hope will see an increasing role
in the automotive industry and other major industries in
our country.m

Credit card
development, the need
of the modern banking
industry

Amir Taybi
CEO of Dynamic Pioneers Capital Development Company

In the current state of the country’s economy, banks
are one of the main factors in managing and circulat-
ing money. Fortunately, in the last 20 years, banks’
determination to use new tools has led to favorable
and desirable results in the main sectors of equipping
up-to-date software and hardware. Now, all banks in
the country provide good services to their customers
by using centralized banking systems, card manage-
ment software and internet and mobile banking and
the like. This effort in the field of electronic payments
with the creation of Shetab and Shaparak networks
and the use of card, ATM, POS, Internet and mobile
tools has also been admirable and effective. However,
if modern banking is based on the three main pillars of
“centralized banking”, “electronic payment” and “cred-
it card business proliferation”, we can say that despite
significant progress in the first two areas the country’s
banking system has not had significant success in the
third area, the expansion of the credit card business.
But in the country, according to Shaparak statistics in
March 2021, the number of transactional bank cards in
Switch Shapark was a total of about 139 million and 27
thousand, the largest number with more than 130 mil-
lion and a share of 15.94 percent belong to Withdrawal
card and its lowest number with 652 thousand and 467
numbers and 47% share belonged to the credit card.
Certainly, this share of credit card issuance and trans-
action in the country’s banking system clearly shows
the disregard for this economic capacity. Today, the
eyes are once again on the credit card, and this historic
opportunity can play an important role in making our
payment system of bank facilities more transparent.
Pishgaman Pouya Company, as the custodian of pre-
senting and developing credit cards, started issuing
Bank Melli Iran credit cards in 2016, and in the initial
period, with two types of Murabaha and comprehen-
sive cards, played a prominent role in highlighting the
concept of credit cards in the country. At first, Muraba-
ha cards with three ceilings of 100, 300 and 500 mil-
lion Rials and also comprehensive cards with a ceiling
of 100 million Rials were offered to customers and this
plan was very well received. Currently, the credit card
ceiling has been increased to two billion Rials.

System validation can also be extended to the custom-
er’s economic behavior at the time of purchase so that
customers can be more confident in repaying their
credit card debt based on new data.m
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Development perspective

of knowledge-based
companies

The nomination of the new year
by the Supreme Leader of the Is-
lamic Revolution, entitled “Knowl-
edge-Based  Production and
Employment-Creating”, has put
knowledge-based companies in
the spotlight. In the Iranian econo-

Morteza Faghani my, knowledge-based companies
Member of Tehran are divided into two groups of pro-
T e — duction companies and start-ups

based on the type and scope of ac-
tivity, and also are divided into three groups of one to three
based on the type of activity, complexity and importance of
the technology used.

According to the available statistics, the number of knowl-
edge-based companies is over 6,035 companies, the major
part of which is the number of production-based manufac-
turing companies, so that their number is equal to 3,289
companies. 54% of knowledge-based activities belong to
type 2 manufacturing companies. In addition, 1,580 start-
ups, with 1,580 companies, account for 26 percent of the
innovation and technology ecosystem. On the other hand,
the Vice President for Science and Technology has also pro-
vided concessions for knowledge-based companies to use
to achieve their goals, which include discounts on training
courses (70%), special discounts on software purchases
(70%) and discounts on testing costs. Laboratory (50%) as
well as export support, establishment licenses (within a ra-
dius of 120 km) and other similar services.

In the last decade, knowledge-based companies have
developed significantly, so that in 2010 the sales of these
companies’s products were only 2,000 billion rials, but
according to the latest statistics, the sales of knowl-
edge-based companies last year exceeded 900,000 billion
rials, which is more than Shows from 450%. This amount is
noticeable even with the devaluation of the national cur-
rency. However, the distribution of these companies is one
of the problems that the knowledge-based economy faces.
Existence of more facilities in the field of technology has
caused the largest number of knowledge-based companies
to be located in the capital. Currently, there are more than
3,199 knowledge-based companies in Tehran, while Isfah-
an province, which is in the second place, only hosts 547
companies, and Khorasan Razavi province, which is in the
third place, hosts only 315 knowledge-based companies,
which Due to the vast geographical area of Iran and the
special problems of each region needs more attention.
Based on the 20-year vision of the country, in 2025, 50% of
the country’s GDP should be obtained from the knowl-
edge-based economy. Innovation index is a measure that is
usually used to determine the share of knowledge-based
companies in the economy of each country. In 2014, Iran
was ranked 120th in terms of this index, but with continu-
ous efforts in 2021, it is ranked 60th in the world in terms of
innovation. However, it seems that the growth of the
knowledge-based sector in the country’s economy requires
more investment, because the main source of funding for
knowledge-based companies is the Innovation and Pros-
perity Fund. Despite the significant growth in the number
of knowledge-based companies in the last 8 years, the
fund’s capital still remains - 3 trillion ---, while for optimal
development, we need to allocate more resources to this
fund. On the other hand, the situation of active manpower
in these companies and also the importance of paying at-
tention to the technologies required by the country’s indus-
tries are other issues that should be given special attention
in order to have a favorable knowledge-based economy. m
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Transformation in the

field of transportation

with knowledge-based
companies

This year, the budget of the Vice
Presidency for Science and Tech-
nology has been set at around
19873,214 million rials. However,
some subsidiary companies and sci-
entific and research institutes, such
as the Biotechnology Development
Headquarters, the Campus Technol-
ogy Park, the National Elite Foun-
dation, the Fund for the Support
of Researchers and Technologists
of the country, directly benefit from this budget; Howev-
er, most of the support of this deputy has been indirectly
entrusted to government institutions and organizations.
According to statistics, about 6,035 knowledge-based com-
panies and more than 140,000 startups in various fields
have been approved by this deputy. Although this amount
has increased compared to previous years; But what is
commendable and remarkable is the growing participa-
tion of these companies in various sectors of the country’s
industry, whose role-playing is promising for the traditional
economy to move towards a modern, dynamic and effi-
cient economy. One of the most important and vital areas
of the country, in which knowledge-based companies have
played a role in the past few years, is related to the trans-
portation and transit industry. Currently, more than 60
knowledge-based companies are operating in this industry.
The valuable efforts of these companies have led the Vice
Presidency for Science and Technology to set up a strategic
headquarters called the “Advanced Space Technology and
Public Transportation Development Headquarters” to pave
the way for the elites and their brilliant ideas in startups
to transform The transportation industry, especially in the
field of transit.

We know that, unfortunately, our country’s transportation
industry is suffering from a historical backwardness; But
at the same time, it must be explicitly acknowledged that
this declining industry can be transformed once again with
the presence of elites and the efforts of knowledge-based
companies active in the field of transportation, and com-
pensate for the shortcomings of the past. Among the
measures taken by these companies in the field of trans-
portation can be Bluetooth traffic, skates, accident system,
intelligent recording of violations through surveillance
cameras, bates, event logging, telecommunication infra-
structure system, traffic area planning, information system
and other items. Over the past decade, however, govern-
ments have sought to support these companies by allocat-
ing the necessary resources, tax exemptions, customs rev-
enue duties, and commercial profits, as well as providing
low-interest or no-interest loans; but certainly this amount
of support is not enough and the need to pay more atten-
tion to these companies is felt.

Given that this year’s slogan is “Knowledge-Based Produc-
tion and Employment-Creating” and that the government
and parliament have been trying to pass a law called “
Knowledge-Based Production Leap” for the past few years,
it is hoped that this year, on the eve of the new century,
While explaining to the media the importance of these
companies for the general public, the necessary space for
the activities of these companies and the presence of elites
and deserving people in various fields, including transpor-
tation and transit, should be provided to witness the histor-
ical growth and leap in this field in our country.m

Farhad Amirkhani
Chief editor
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World of Investment
Experience of an Original
Opportunity

Iran, with its long history of early civilization; hav-
ing the world’s second biggest gas reserves, diverse
mines, rich hydrocarbon resources, a four season
country, 1.7 million square kilometers in aria, popula-
tion of more than 80 million, and kind and hospitality
people has always considered as a strategic and big
market in the middle east by different manufactur-
ing, industrial, and service companies.In the mean-
time, companies have succeeded to attend in this
important market whose have used the notification
and advertising capacities in the proper manner with
the style of Iranian audiences as well.

“World of Investment” magazine is one of the most
effective magazines in Iran’s economy field which
has tried to introduce investment opportunities in
various sectors of manufacturing, industry, tourism,
trading, services and etc. by utilization viewpoint of
senior executives, managers, university professors
and experts according to a new attitude. This ap-
proach is considered by the business owners, cham-
bers of commerce and foreign embassies thankfully.
Currently, this monthly magazine is published in six
separate sections and on the first of every month in-
cluded:

1 Energy sector includes oil, gas, petrochemical, pow-
er plant and upstream and downstream industries.

2 Industry sector covers the subjects of all manufac-
turing and industrial companies in different fields.

3 Capital market sector evaluates the latest develop-
ments in the field of securities, the bank, insurance
and macroeconomic policies of the monetary and
financial markets.

4 Macroeconomic economy sector reflects the view-
points of experts in addition to decisions and actions
of Iranian executives about the implementation of
microeconomic and macroeconomic policies of the
country.

5 Opportunities and challenges of the investment
around a business is evaluated exclusively in the spe-
cial records section in each issue.

6 In the readings section of the magazine, interesting
domestic and foreign content is also published on
those individuals who have gained special success in
their business or production.

Hence we are proud to invite you cooperating us by
providing information or insert advertising.
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